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MEMORANDUM FOR: 


FROM: 


SUBJECT: 


FORO 


SECRETARY KISSINGER 
WILLIAM L. STEARMAN L- 


North Vietnam Has Problems Too 


Recent intelligence indicates that North Vietnam has been plagued by acute 
food shortages, corruption, lagging reconstruction, war weariness, and 
civilian and military indiscipline. This intelligence reinforces admissions in 
a remarkable, perhaps unprecidented, editorial in the September Hoc Tap, 
the Party's authoritative monthly. ’ 

The editorial surprisingly revealed that there had been a "famine" in North 
Vietnam early this year. (A North Vietnamese civilian, who defected across 
the DMZ this summer, stated there had been starvation in the heart of North 
Vietnam's rice bowl. ) The most singificant feature of the editorial, however, 
concerns opposition by "a number of cadres. Party members and people" to 
government controls and discipline and to continuing the war in the South. 
HocJTap^ charges that all this has produced a "current of evil thoughts" which 
has even appeared in the press, literature and arts and which is "very dangerous 
"because it focuses on basic Party policy. This remarkable accusation indicates 
troublesome indiscipline within the Party hierarchy responsible, among other: 
things, for controlling the media and the arts. 
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. ■ ; de^mg thevnecessit^o,^esb^^t^evplutipnary violence; and revoluti^^yffe ‘ 
warfare : to liberate the>naiion'’ ; ;iimor'eover, they are accus ed of oppo s i^: tlid!s ; ^ ^ 
"State's close control'Ldesigned to curb larceny, corruption and other "thurgeois" 
phenomena. The editorial is;replete with references to "lipstiie (tendencies;:>^: 
negative phenomena, .jpppo rtunism, : lack of courage and confidence, pessimism^ 
and. erroneous thoughts" among those criticized.. V* 
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While there is little^danger. of the regime's losing control of the situation, it 
clearly has its hands full at home. These domestic problems:, and hope 1 of i . : 1 ■ ' 

military ;;ecoh6mic and political strength. 

? ^may weUcdnvince Hanoi .that;this^r^season is mot the :timelT6r'.a i 972-Woe V;:" 
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HSC Memo, 11/24/98, State Dept Guideline* 
By , NARA, Date ZllBkSi , 
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